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T hree Tulsa-area Head Start providers have confirmed that despite the ongoing
government shutdown, their facilities are still open.

According to a list compiled by the National Head Start Association, 23 Head Start
programs across 15 states and Puerto Rico have at least partially closed due to
interrupted federal funding.

However, officials with the Cherokee Nation, Muscogee Nation and Community
Action Project Tulsa each said their programs will continue to serve children and
their families.
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Federal dollars for Head Start facilities are distributed on a staggered cycle, which
means not all providers receive their grant funds at the same time.

CAP Tulsa offers Head Start and Early Head Start programming at nine campuses across
Tulsa County and has two federal Head Start contracts. The first contract is up for
renewal on Jan. 1, while the other is not up until August 2026. Karen Tilkin, CAP Tulsa’s
executive director and chief executive officer, said the organization was advised that
they will continue to be reimbursed under those contracts.

“I have no concerns through the end of December,” Tilkin said, noting that her agency
also has additional funding sources and maintains at least three months of operating
costs in reserve.

“Should this shutdown persist beyond December … we still will have funds to operate
for a period of time, but that is something I hope we don’t have to consider.”

Serving about 300 children, the Muscogee Nation operates eight Head Start campuses
across its reservation, including one in Tulsa and two in collaboration with local school
districts.

The Cherokee Nation’s Head Start and Early Head Start programs serve more than 900
children across northeastern Oklahoma.

Part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for Children
and Families, Head Start serves children from birth to age 5 from families whose annual
income is at or below the federal poverty line, are experiencing homelessness, are part
of the foster care system or qualify for some income-based assistance programs, such
as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families or the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program.

Since its launch in 1965 as part of the “War on Poverty” initiative under President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s administration, Head Start has served more than 30 million
children nationwide.

According to the NHSA’s list, two Head Start providers with Oklahoma locations have
already closed due to the shutdown: Claremore-based Community Action Resource and
Development and East Coast Migrant Head Start Project, a North Carolina non-profit
that operates Head Start campuses in 10 states, including one in Tahlequah.

Attempts to reach both organizations Monday were unsuccessful.
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